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Dear Resident,

As the Homestead Mill executive board and Barkan Management prepare for the upcoming year with a new budget and agenda for 2009, I would like to take this opportunity to reach out to all residents with a personal request.

As president of the board for the past 2 years, I can honestly say that it has been our number one priority to do the best job possible for all who live here.  We have worked hard to make sure that the budget was as cost effective as possible without jeopardizing the quality of living for our residents or the integrity of the mill itself.  We have brought the appearance and maintenance up to the proper standards necessary to guarantee the comfort and safety of all.  

Because of these efforts, we have also managed to keep condo fees at bay for the past 2 years, but I fear that this will change in the near future due to circumstances beyond the board’s control… that being energy cost.  We have taken steps to make this our top priority for 2009 by exploring alternative energy options available to us in Rhode Island.  This past year, energy saving bulbs and fixtures were provided by RISE to our residents free of charge, and to our common areas.  We have lowered the common area temperatures in the winter and raised them in the summer. We will be receiving a proposal soon in regards to the installation of a solar panel system to heat our hot water in building 15.  We are also looking into solar and wind options for electricity.  Our biggest increase and usage expense to date, however, is water.  If we do not conserve and cut down on our water usage, there is little we can do.  That is why we ask all residents to please be aware of wasteful habits and install water saving shower heads, faucets and bathroom fixtures if possible. Another expense we may be faced with is trash and recycling pick up.  The Homestead Mill has received a warning from the Town of Smithfield that if residents continue to violate recycling rules, they will begin charging us for this service. This expense will then be passed on to all of us so please be aware of your recycling habits as well as others and report any abuses to Barkan Mgt.  We have requested more bins and a possible extra pick up to help with the problem but if the bins we have are full, please try to hold recycling for the next pick up, which is every Monday.  

A full list of water saving tips and recycling rules can be found on our website

www.condosathomesteadmill.com under “announcements.”

Thanks in advance for helping to make 2009 a productive and prosperous year for all.

Happy Holidays.

Gina Bartolomucci

President
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